Lore 1 


The Gilded Age 

1 . In Porter’s “Industrialization and the Rise of Big Business,” the main theme is how 
industrialization increased, causing agriculture to decline, and allowing big business to grow 
successful. Even before the Civil War, a shift in industry had begun. Rather than the early 
American history of the 1850s with manufactured goods of guns, clocks, axes, and woodworking 
machines, the American System, using more precise machinery, began manufacturing sewing 
machines, bicycles, and early automobiles. Industry grew rapidly and the success of big business 
followed shortly after, completely disrupting traditional business. During the Gilded Age 
businesses grew large and powerful with huge sums of investment capital. Similar to earlier 
American history where canals, textile mills, and initial railroads received capital, the 
transcontinental railroad, oil, and steel companies of the Gilded Age did too, except at a much larger 
scale. As railroads grew more prominent throughout the Gilded Age, they “set the pattern and led 
the way for change,” helping America break away from earlier patterns (Porter 19). This initial 
change led to the birth of huge corporations still similar in today’s society. It also as well caused a 
shift from rural society to industrial, urban, and suburban living similar to America today. 

2. In Carlson’s “Technology and America as a Consumer Society, 1870-1900,” the main theme 
is that as technology increased during the Gilded Age, it led to better industrialization and more 
successful business, leading America on a path to becoming the consumer society it is today. First, 
as agriculture grew more successful and new farming technology such as reapers allowed for faster, 
cheaper harvests, the number of people working in agriculture decreased and other industries were 
able to flourish. Washburn and Pillsbury were two businessmen who had success. Using large 




















